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*USAF DeclassIReIeasenInstructions On File* 13 July 1951

D/I, USAF PROPOSED REVISIONS TO
NIE-36: BURMA: PROSPEGTS FOR SURVIVAL OF

. THE PRESENT EGIME
(Draft dated 10 July 1951)

l. Referance Papge 1, Title. Revise to read:

SULJECT: NIE-36: BURMA: PHUSIECTS FOW SURVIVAL OF THE
PRISTNT MWEGLIE Yok 'THY NMXT TELVE MOATHS

\
2. ﬁofersnga ;Ege.lgﬁggr. 1. ilevise second sentence of this vara-
graph to resd as foliows:
It oun keep the insurgents under control only so long as
they do not coordinute their operations and to not receive

suvstantial sutside asalstance.

3. Heferance Pasge 1, Par. 2. HKevise to read:

2. 'The Burmese Cowmunists are the uost dangerous of the ‘n-
surgent groups and almost certainly 1.ill receive incrrased

aid from the Chinese Conmuniats during the next twelve

monthse although on a limited scale as long as present

Chinese Communist commitments elsewhsre continue,

Lo Referonce Page 1, Par, 3, Second Sentence, Revise second sentonce

to read:
‘Such a development would increase prospects for an anti-
governnent coulition of insurgent groups and for a sudsessful

goup d'etat,
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5. Reference Page 2, Par, L. Revise to read:

Lo The Chinuse Coi.unists have the capabllity to invade Lurma,
but present. troop digpositiong:do not_indicate such an intention,
prsbubiydwiil—nat—do~ao—eponiw,—at—Loaa&-das&ng—bhe-nan%-sneira~nen%hgv

Moreover, the Communists can substankially further their objectives
in Burma by less direct action, Introduction of Chinese Commuilst

tyolunteer" forces in considerable nuabersy-hewevery is a continuing
possibility and would greatly accelerate Communist control of northern

Burme .

6. Heference Fage 2, Par, 6, First Sentence. Revise first sentence

to read:

6. There 1s little prospect that the regime can survive in~

definitely without greatly augmented outside aid.

Te Roferghce Page 3, Par. 8, Third Sentence. Hevise third sentence
of this paragraph to read as follows:

Political weakness has been compounded by the financial and
military strains of combatting internal insurrections and
by the fact that rice exports; Lurma‘'s principul sovrce of
sconomic strength, ame-at have been reduced by internal

unrest to less than half of pre-war levels.

8. Reference Page L, Par. 9, First Sentenge. Revise first sentence
of this paragraph to read:

9. The UJurmese armed forces are suwall, lnadequately tfelned,

and poorly equipped, but loyal to she-pegimes their present military
leaders.
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9. Reference Page 5, Par, 1], Beginning with Second Sentence., Iilevise

to read:

In the past these groups have frequently dissipated taelr
strength by fighting wach other, instend-of-bhe-povernnenty—and -Shie
Seob-has-greatly-aided-the-iatbtery -The Burmese Government can Jrob-
ably continue to keep these insurgent groups under control so long as

they do not coordinate thelr operations against the povernuent and do

not receive substantial outside aid.

10, Reference Page 6, Par. 12, Third and Fourth Senteunces. Revise

the third and fourth sentences of this paragraph to read:

In addition, there are fairly reliable reports that a banc of

1,50C Kachins from northern Burma 1s being organized and trained
by the Chinese Coussunists across the bor&er'in Yunnan, anc pre=
sumably these would cooperate with the usurisa Communists. However,
despibe~able-snd-egeressive-leaderehipy the Burma Copmunirt Party
has not yet achieved a degree of control over these groups which

would permit coordinuted military operations against the jjovernment.

1l. Reference Page 7, Par, 13, Last Sentence in Paragraph. Revise the

last sentence of this paragraph to read:

They almost certainly will increase their material ald during
‘ in
the next year, although that aid necessarily will ve/limlted quantities

beeause—of as long as present Chinese Comuunist cormitments eliswhere

continue.
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12, Reference Page 8, Par, 15, First and Second Sentences, Revise the

first and second sentences of this paragraph to read:

15, Beyond the immediate threut posed by the admeab-sarteia
grosggct ot an increase in Chinese Cowmunist material and technical ald
to the Lurmese Comnunist guerrillas, the vurmese Governuent is ctherwise
threatened in both the long und short run by the Chinoso Communist regine.
Beth—tho-chiaeae—Geununista~and—tho~USSS—uadeubted¥¥-aenaidorﬂﬁh&h
Coumaunist control of burma would be a great strateric advantage to both

the Chinese Communists and the USSR.

Reference Page 9, Par. 16, Revise to read:
l6° Fop-these-reanens-the The Comuunists are already makilg aub-

stantial use of the Soviet and Chinese Comaunist diplomatic misuione
in Burma as bases for propagands and subversive activities aimed at
undenmiﬁing the government., The Chinecse cammunity in Burua, p#ovides
n-sur%her—eppertun&%y—£or—apreadzag-bh&naao—@enmun&ob~£nilueaoo -thpeugh

onuaen&c—ppoeauroy is vulnerable to blackmaily and other forms o»f in-

timidation, and thus provides the Chiness Communists with a further

opportunity for spreading their influence in Burma. Bash-of-thise

astivities-will-undoubbedly-be-sonbirued-and-intensifiody

14. Reference Page 10, Par, 18, First Sentence. Revise first sentence

of this paragraph to read:

18, The Coummunists have no imuedlate prospeét of gaining complete
control of Burma except through the intervention of large Chinese
Comaunist forces.

i
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15, Reference Page 10, Par, 19, Second sentence, Revise second sontence
of this paragraph to read:
These forces could be dsployed across the burma border ai
several points simultaneously, and although the terrain is difficult,
it would not seriously impede Wﬂ*ﬂt the moversnt

of lightly enuipped Chinese Communist forces, particularly if under-
taken during the October=~to-May dry season.

16, Reference Page 10, Par, 20. Reviss to read:

20, In spite of the relative ease with which Burma could be in-
va.ded,v we do not belleve that an open invasion will be attemptedy -at—lessd
during the next twelve months. The Chinese Communist and Soviet ..caders
probably regerd the present internal situation in Burma as favoranle to
an eventual Communist victory without resport to open invasione , with
its atteadant risks. Wy-mmmwsm- RN
mmw.mmm-&-—wmﬂamgbt-m&-m -dbae
Wmmumwm-twmm-m -3n
mem-wmwr-#ma o
mewm-gar-mt~mhnw op
mald—a.ggmmo—-ths—v«ry-«riekmnd—daagon—(-us~and-\¥m’a—roam mendy
Womrn-uni-tsf-and-doM&i@ﬁy-@ﬁd—mm&uy-e&-gomalq ap)-thed
8ev&ot—pmpagaada—and-d&?lemey—m—aﬁnav—te—be—try&ag-to-ué».-t&g: Lo-ar
avohdo~
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17. Reference Page 12, Par, 23, Last senteuce in Paragraph. Fevise
the last sentence of this paragraph to read:

If uid were not forthcoming, the Burmese Government would probably

continue the struggle until faced with a hopeless situation- , such as

the loss of its armed forces,

18. Reference Page 12, Par. 2, Laat sentence of Parugraph (or: Page 13).

Revise to read:

Proferred aid might be accepted in consicerable quaniities

‘sometime before the Bufmese Government's position became despsrate,

provided the conditions and nature of the ald were not such as eltlLer

to offend Burmese national mensiblilities or to afford an gpen proveca-

‘tion to the Chinese Communists.
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